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The following outlines the key findings, maps and tables for the Education, Cultural Arts Strategic Analysis. This
research integrates initial findings from the Factbook with deeper analysis into key conditions and trends
and/or topics proposed by stakeholders. This analysis will serve as the foundation from which plan
recommendations are built. This is one in a series of 12 topical memos produced through this phase.
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A quality education system and the presence of cultural art programs are critical in creating a prosperous
community. The quality of a community’s education and arts can positively or negatively affect broader
community goals, including quality of life, population trends, prosperity, and economic attractiveness. This
analysis focuses on how Montgomery’s education systems support its citizens from pre-K to adult education,
and how cultural arts are represented in Montgomery’s community. This planning effort is intended to make
comprehensive analyses of the Montgomery School System in an effort to correlate it with larger community
themes; however, this comprehensive planning effort cannot directly affect or alter the school system in
Montgomery.
According to the 2016 American Communities Survey, 85.5% of the city’s population were high school
graduates or higher, while 31.2% had a bachelor’s degree or higher. When looking at Montgomery’s (and the
nation’s) overall educational attainment through the lens of race, we begin to see a discrepancy between
Whites and African Americans. Whites in Montgomery (and the nation) are more than twice as likely than
African American to receive a bachelor’s degree. The percentage of Montgomery’s population that have
received a bachelor’s degree is higher than the state and national averages.
In 2016 there were an estimated 34,231 kindergarten to 12th-grade students in the City of Montgomery; of
those students, 83% attended public schools while 17% attended private schools. Enrollment at the state
level the same year was 89% public versus 11% private.
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MAJOR CHALLENGES / OPPORTUNITIES
Create a stronger support network for school readiness
Support the public school system to ensure equitable education for all of Montgomery’s
youth
Reinforce the bond between Montgomery’s public schools and Montgomery’s workforce
opportunities
Retain Montgomery’s top students from K-12 to employment
Continue to develop downtown Montgomery as a hub of cultural arts
Nurture a sense of place around Montgomery through public art

1. Education
The City of Montgomery has a relatively high number of education options throughout the city. Montgomery’s
Public-School System includes one pre-kindergarten school, thirty-one elementary schools, nine middle
schools, nine high schools, and three specialized schools. Montgomery is also home to seventeen private
schools and ten higher education institutions.
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See Map 1.1 in the Map Gallery: Education Institutions

Public Schools
Pre-K
McKee Pre-K

Elementary Schools

Bear Exploration Center for Mathematics, Science and
Technology
Brewbaker Primary
Carver Elementary and Arts Magnet
Catoma Elementary
Chisholm Elementary
Crump Elementary
Dalraida Elementary
Dannelly Elementary
Davis Elementary
Dozier Elementary
Dunbar-Ramer School

Morningview Elementary
Morris Elementary
Nixon Elementary

Pintlala Elementary
Southlawn Elementary
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Brewbaker Intermediate

Martin Luther King Elementary
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Blount Elementary

MacMillan International Academy for Humanities,
Communications and Technology

Vaughn Road Elementary

Wares Ferry Road Elementary
Wilson Elementary

Middle Schools

Baldwin Arts and Academics Magnet
Bellingrath Middle

Brewbaker Middle School
Capitol Heights Middle School
Carr Middle School

Fitzpatrick Elementary

Floyd Middle School for Mathematics, Science and
Technology

Flowers Elementary

Goodwyn Middle School

Forest Avenue Academic Magnet

McKee Middle

Garrett Elementary

Southlawn Middle

Halcyon Elementary

High Schools

Highland Avenue Elementary
Highland Gardens Elementary
Johnson Elementary

Booker T. Washington Magnet High
Brewbaker Technology Magnet High School
Carver High
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Jefferson Davis High School

Robert E. Lee High

Lanier High

Specialized Schools

Loveless Academic Magnet Program High (LAMP)

Children's Center

Montgomery Preparatory Academy for Career
Technologies (MPACT)

McIntyre Comprehensive Academy
Fews Secondary Acceleration Academy

Private Schools

Montgomery Catholic Preparatory School (PK-12)

Alabama Christian Academy (PK-12)

Montgomery Christian School (K-5)

Bethany Christian Academy (K-8)

Resurrection Catholic School (PK-8)

Churchill Academy (K-12)

St. Bede Elementary School (K-6)

Eastwood Christian School (PK-12)

Saint James School (PK-12)

Evangel Christian Academy (PK-12)

St. Jude Educational Institution (7-12)

Holy Cross Episcopal School (PK-6)

Success Unlimited Academy (K-12)

Lighthouse Christian Academy (PK-8)

Tea Christian Academy (PK-9)

Montgomery Academy (K-12)

Trinity Presbyterian School (PK-12)

Higher Education

Huntington College

Alabama State University

South University

Amridge University

Strayer University

Auburn University of Montgomery

Trenholm Technical College

Faulkner University
Fortis College
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Park Crossing

Troy University Montgomery Campus

FT

PRE-K EDUCATION AND SCHOOL READINESS

Decades of research on the effects of early childhood education has concluded that children who attend public
preschool programs are better prepared for school than those who do not. Studies also show that children
that are exposed to economic insecurity gain more from pre-K education than their more advantaged peers.
Pre-K education can play a large role in school readiness, but as more is understood about early childhood
education, a growing emphasis is put on the ecological framework of a child’s community. School readiness
and early childhood care is important, but the child’s home life, and even the child’s neighborhood is
understood as factors that are just as important.
Since 2011, the State of Alabama has made a concerted effort to increase access and quality for public Pre-K
education through a program called First Class Pre-K. Through increased funding and advocacy, this program
has been nationally recognized for its quality. Studies conducted between 2012 and 2016 found that students
that participated in this state program outperformed their peers in elementary school and were less likely to
be chronically absent or repeat a grade. However, access to this program is limited to only 26% of four-yearolds in Montgomery County.

3

The Montgomery Public School System (MPS) partners with federal programs, the Office of School Readiness,
the Head Start Program, and the Family Guidance Center to offer pre-K education and support. MPS has 1 preK center and, of its 31 elementary schools, 10 offer either First Class Pre-K Programs or Head Start Programs.
According to the State of Alabama Department of Education’s 2018-19 enrollment reports, the Montgomery
Public School System has the lowest public pre-K enrollment of Alabama’s four largest metro areas both in
terms of number and percentage of the system’s K-12 student population. According to the State Board of
Education, the Montgomery Public School System currently serves 348 pre-K students. When comparing the
four largest metro area public school system’s pre-K enrollment, Montgomery has the lowest comparable
enrollment with the next lowest system almost double that of Montgomery’s ratio.

Pre-K Enrollment Percent of System Student Population
981
4.3%
795
3.6%
1226
2.3%
348
1.2%
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Public School System
Huntsville City
Birmingham City
Mobile County
Montgomery County

Table 1: Alabama’s Largest Metro Area’s Public School Pre-K Enrollment compared to System Student Population Size,
Alabama Department of Education, Enrollment Reports 2018-2019

K-12 SYSTEMS, SCHOOLS AND POPULATIONS

Magnet Schools
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The Montgomery Public School System serves over 28,500 students with 52 schools in 7 school districts
serving both the city and county. The system is made up of several nationally recognized schools, but many
MPS schools are failing to meet state criteria. MPS is currently in the process of state intervention, a process
that allows the State Department of Education to overview and intervene in the operation of the system and
its schools. MPS serves its students through both traditional school institutions (i.e. elementary, middle, and
high schools) as well as through a number of magnet schools. Future system plans include charter schools as
well.

MPS's magnet programs offer educational choices for students at every grade level through specialized
programs focusing on the talents and abilities of students. The goal of MPS’s magnet programs is to offer
expanded educational choices and to invite greater opportunity for Montgomery’s youth. Unlike traditional
public schools that have district-based admission, magnet schools use selective admission based on academic
evaluations for all students within the whole district. 10 of Montgomery’s 52 schools are magnet programs.
About 19% of the systems 28,500 students attend one of these ten magnet school.
Enrollment and Demographics
According to the Alabama Department of Education’s Enrollment Report (that offers yearly enrollment data
since the 1995-1996 school year) the Montgomery School System's student enrollment is declining. Between
1995 and today, enrollment peaked in 1996-1997 with 34,491 students and, since then, as of 2018-2019
school year, student enrollment has fallen by 5,949 to 28,542. During this period, the African American
student population increased from 67% to 78%, the Hispanic or Latinx student population increased from
.5% to 7%. The White student population decreased from 31% to 10%.
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MPS Student Enrollment 1995 to 2019
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Population Demographics Comparison: MPS and
Montgomery 2016
MPS
78%
10%
7%
5%

Montgomery Population
59%
35%
4%
2%
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Race
African American
White
Hispanic or Latinx
Other

Table 2: MPS Population Comparison, ALSDE, U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Of the private schools with student populations of 200 or more, 63% of students are White. African American
students represent 22% of the private school student body. The tables below compare demographics
between private schools and MPS, and private schools with the population of Montgomery.

Demographic Comparison: MPS and Private Schools
Race
African American
White
Hispanic or Latinx
Other

MPS
78%
10%
7%
5%

Private
22%
65%
2%
11%

Table 3: Demographic Comparison: MPS and Private Schools, ALSDE, U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Demographic Comparison: Private Schools and Montgomery
Population
Race
African American
White
Hispanic or Latinx
Other

Private School
22%
65%
2%
11%

Montgomery Population
59%
35%
4%
2%

Table 4: Demographic Comparison: Private Schools and Montgomery Population, ALSDE, U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Understanding the spatial relationship between public school locations and Montgomery’s changing
population is important for both the City and the School System. When comparing the population changes
between 2012-2016 at the tract-level, we begin to see areas of Montgomery growing and shrinking in
population and how those changes may affect public school locations and services.
Twenty-three public schools are located in census tracts with declining populations. Two public school are
located in census tracts that have steady populations. Sixteen public schools are located in districts of
moderate population growth (1%- 5%). Ten schools are located in census tracts that have the highest levels
of population growth (over 5%).
Public Schools in Census Tracts with Declining Populations

A

Baldwin Arts/Academic Magnet School
Bellingrath Middle School
Catoma Elementary School
Dalraida Elementary School
Fitzpatrick Elementary School
Flowers Elementary School
Floyd Elementary School
Floyd Middle Magnet School
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Children's Center

Forest Avenue Elementary School
Garrett Elementary School
Halcyon Elementary School
Highland Gardens Elementary School
McKee Middle School
Montgomery Prep Academy for Career Technologies
Peter Crump Elementary School
Progressive Academy of Creative Education
Seth Johnson Elementary School
Sidney Lanier High School
Southlawn Elementary School

6

Southlawn Middle School
TS Morris Elementary School
Wares Ferry Road Elementary School
See Map 1.2 in the Map Gallery: Public Schools and Population Change
MPS Performance Rating
The State Board of education has graded all of the school systems and individual schools in the state based on
student performance for the 2016-2017 school year. The grades were based on five performance criteria:
academic achievement, academic growth, graduation rates, college and career readiness, and chronic
absenteeism. MPS's system received a D grading, with a score of 69%. Among the 137 school systems in the
State of Alabama, 66% received a failing grade. At the MPS system level, 66% of the 50 reporting schools are
failing, with 34% receiving a grade of F.
Magnet Schools: The MPS Magnet Schools are performing well with 100% of its ten schools passing. Seven
magnet schools received grades of A, one received a grade of B, and two received grades of C.
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Elementary Schools: Of the 27 MPS Elementary Schools, 70% are failing. No MPS Elementary schools
received a grade of A, two schools received a grade of B, five schools received a grade of C, ten schools
received a grade of D, and nine elementary schools received a grade of F.
Middle Schools: 100% of MPS' Middle Schools are failing. Of the eight middle schools in the system, two
received a grade of D, and six received a grade of F.
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High Schools: Of the five MPS High Schools 100% are failing with three receiving a grade of D, and two
receiving a grade of F.

MPS Performance Rating Factors
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Accountability Indicators
Academic Achievement
Academic Growth
Graduation Rate
College and Career Readiness
Chronic Absenteeism

MPS
45%
80%
79%
43%
17%

State
60%
88%
87%
66%
18%

Table 5: 2017 MPS Performance Rating Factors, ALSDE

MPS Funding
Montgomery's current millage rate is ten mills. Ten mills is the state's minimum requirement making
Montgomery one of the lowest in the state. MPS relies on this ad valorem tax for funding making MPS the
lowest funded system with a student population exceeding 20,000.
Comparison of ad valorem dollars spent per student in Alabama's four largest Metro Areas:
Birmingham City: $3,760 per Student
Huntsville City: $2,608 per Student
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Mobile County: $2,196 per Student
Montgomery County: $939 per Student
MPS Footprint
The Montgomery County Board of Education is a large landowner in the county. According to the
Montgomery County GIS data, the Board of Education owns 969 acres in the county. Of that 969 acres, 132
acres are undeveloped. These undeveloped properties include underutilized/undeveloped parcels that are
maintained by the school system, large tracts of landlocked wooded land, a church, a dilapidated residence,
and under-developed land that has been cleared of inactive school buildings.

HIGHER EDUCATION
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Higher education is well represented in Montgomery with nine active higher education institutions.
Estimated enrollment of all the higher education institutions in Montgomery is about 20,000. Of that total
50% of the higher education students in Montgomery are African American, 27% are white, and 2% are
Hispanic or Latinx. The racial composition of higher education students aligns with Montgomery's overall
population composition. Montgomery’s higher education institutions seem to provide a diverse array of postsecondary opportunity including traditional university settings, online education opportunities that provide
access for adult education, both professional and trade educations, and a wide range of certificates and
degrees.

A

Alabama State University- Alabama State University (ASU) is a public historically black university with a
current enrollment of over 4,500 students. ASU offers bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees in six major
colleges: liberal arts and social sciences, business administration, education, health science, science
mathematics and technology, and visual and performing arts. Students from Alabama make up about 65% of
ASU’s student body.
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Amridge University- Amridge University is an online-based, private institution with a current enrollment of
over 650 students. Ambridge offers associates, bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees in four colleges:
business and leadership, general studies, theology, and education and human services. Students from
Alabama make up about 80% of the total student population.
Auburn University of Montgomery- Auburn University of Montgomery (AUM) is a public university with a
current enrollment of over 5,000 students. AUM offers bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees in five major
colleges: business, liberal arts and social sciences, education, nursing and health sciences, and sciences.
Students from Alabama make up about 90% of the total student population.
Faulkner University- Faulkner University is a private university with a current enrollment of over 3,350
students. Faulkner offers associates, bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees. Faulkner has five major tracks
of study: arts and sciences, education, business and executive education, law, and theology. Students from
Alabama make up about 75% of the total student body.
Fortis College- Fortis College is a private college with a current enrollment of over 300 students. Fortis offers
programs in medical assisting and trade certifications.
Huntington College- Huntington College is a private college with a current enrollment of over 1,000
students. Huntington’s academic programs are broken up into twelve departments: business and professional
studies, biology, chemistry, communication studies and psychology, fine arts, history and political science,
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language and literature, mathematics, religion, sports science and physical education, and teacher education.
Students from Alabama make up about 75% of the total student body.
South University- South University is an online-based private college with a current enrollment of over 200
students. South University’s Montgomery campus offers undergraduate and graduate degrees in programs
ranging from business administration to nursing.
Trenholm Technical College- Trenholm Technical College is a public community college with a current
enrollment of over 1,000 students. Trenholm offers associates degrees in six programs of study: automotive
and transportation, business and service, computer information systems, automotive/advanced
manufacturing, general education, and health services.
Troy University Montgomery Campus- Troy University at Montgomery is a public university with a current
enrollment of over 3,000 students. The Troy campus in Montgomery is focused on the “nontraditional
student” with evening, weekend, and online classes. It offers undergraduate and graduate degrees in six
programs of study: arts and science, communication and fine arts, education, health and human services, and
business.
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Higher Education
50%
27%
2%
21%

Montgomery Population
59%
35%
4%
2%
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Race
African American
White
Hispanic or Latinx
Other
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Demographic Comparison: Higher Education and Montgomery Population

Table 6: Table 3: Demographic Comparison: Private Schools and Montgomery Population, U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

WORKFORCE TRAINING
Workforce training in Montgomery is primarily provided by the Montgomery Regional Workforce Training
Center (MRWTC) in partnership with the statewide organization AIDT. MRWTC provides entry-level training,
existing employment training, two-year technical college training, and a K-12 career training partnership
with the Montgomery Public Schools. The goal of its workforce training is to ensure that the skills of
Montgomery’s citizens are compatible with the needs and trends of the region’s industries. Currently,
MRWTC provides three areas of training: information technology, manufacturing fundamentals, and
workforce skills training. These areas of study have been determined as most the critical demand for industry
in the region.
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2. Cultural Arts
Montgomery is one of the State’s leading cultural centers. Its artistic milieu encompasses many disciplines,
cultures, individuals, and organizations. Montgomery has recently had great success connecting its cultural
arts efforts to its rich cultural heritage and historic reverence. Montgomery is home to one of the south’s
premiere professional theatres, a fine arts museum, a professional ballet, an active symphony, a new
performing arts center, several historic theaters, and many cultural museums. In this section we have
highlighted some of those key amenities.

ARMORY LEARNING ARTS CENTER

ALABAMA SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

A
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The City’s cultural arts efforts include the Parks and
Recreation’s operation of the Armory Learning Arts Center. The
center's mission is to provide an opportunity for
Montgomerians of all ages to discover the joy of arts, music, and
gymnastics. The center is home to an art studio and art and
music workshops. The center is also home to the Alabama Dance
Theater and the Arts Council of Montgomery. The Arts Council
of Montgomery is a non-profit that sponsors a number of annual
Figure 1: Armory Learning Center at 1018
programs focused on instructing and rewarding students in
Madison Avenue
visual, performing and literary arts.
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The Alabama Shakespeare Festival (ASF) is
one of the largest regional theaters in the
southeast and one of the largest Shakespeare
festivals in the world. ASF produces classic,
contemporary, and southern-focused plays
and musicals year-round. The Shakespeare
festival also promotes cultural arts activities
and education. With its matinees program,
ASF preforms for 50,000 students a year.
Every year, ASF hosts a Southern Writers
Festival to nurture the art of writing in the
Figure 2: Alabama Shakespeare Festival located in the Blunt Cultural
south. Camp Shakespeare is a camp ASF offers
Park
every summer to teach stage acting to
children of all ages. ASF also offers acting classes to both students and adults, and through a partnership with
the Montgomery School System, ASF actively engages schools with acting opportunities and in classroom
workshops.
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MONTGOMERY MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
The Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA) is the
oldest museum in Alabama. It features several rotating
and permanent collections in many artistic mediums.
MMFA offers an exceptional youth program (ARTWORKS)
that includes an interactive gallery along with workshops
and classes. The museum also boasts an art reference
library and a performance facility. Annual attendance is
about 160,000 visitors. The MMFA also partners with the
Montgomery Public Schools to provide workshops, events,
and after-school programs.
Figure 3: Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts located in
the Blount Cultural Park

MONTGOMERY SYMPHONY AND BALLET
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The Montgomery Symphony is comprised of regional
volunteers whose mission is to simply offer orchestral
concerts. The Symphony offers events throughout the year
and a number of youth programs including a full performing
youth orchestra, classes, camps, and contests.

Figure 4: The Montgomery Symphony preforms in
front of the State Capital

PUBLIC ART
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The Montgomery Ballet is a professional ballet company
that offers performances and events for Montgomery and
the River Region. The ballet also operates a comprehensive
ballet school serving both youth and adults at all skill levels.
The annual budget of the ballet relies on corporate
sponsorships.

In 2011, the city developed a public art task force which led to the adoption of the Public Art Strategic Plan.
The plan’s focus was to document existing public art and to guide future public art installations. As stated in
the plan, the seven overall goals of this effort were:
1: Develop and build the reputation of Montgomery as an internationally significant cultural city.
2: Promote and integrate public art into existing and future development initiatives downtown and in
adjacent neighborhoods.
3: Provide administrative framework for a robust Public Arts Program, beginning with a five-year intensive
launch period and provide an evaluative matrix to measure the success of the initial programs and projects.
4: Expand significant partnerships between public and private partners to advance new civic structures,
development strategies and community programming in the construction of an equitable city.
5: Provide support to existing arts and cultural entities within the city and expand connectedness for greater
livability through existing & new networks.
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6: Expand public signage as well as documentation of existing public art. Illustrate each piece with highquality images. Submit all of these to the Public Art Archive.
7: Educate, explain and communicate the value and role of public art to the existing arts community, the
citizens of Montgomery, and local leadership
From this planning effort, the City established a Public Art Commission in 2013 to coordinate and promote art
in public places. The commission’s primary goal was to have a systematic, but flexible approach for:
•
•
•

Identifying suitable locations for the placement of public art,
Evaluating the aesthetic value of work proposed for placement in public places,
And making informed decisions about the future needs for care and maintenance before art objects
are placed on properties owned by the city or in partnership with private property owners.

GAPS IN CULTURAL ARTS
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From its nightly, live music venues to its events celebrating local artisans, Montgomery's downtown is a hub
for cultural attraction and needs to continue to be seen as a place for Montgomerians to express their unique
creativity to the world. There are many different culturally significant destinations throughout Montgomery
including individual destinations, districts, and historic neighborhood nodes. However, these cultural centers
are largely disconnected spatially. Montgomery’s cultural arts gaps are also represented non-spatially, with
its opportunity to continue creating a stronger, personal identification that ties Montgomery’s past to its
future through artistic expression and community. The city government can also do more to promote a
through the funding and implementation of public art.

5. Map Gallery and Supplemental Information

The following map(s) and information are referred to throughout the narrative and have been organized into
the following sections.
1.1 –Educational Institutions Map
1.2 –Public Schools and Population Change Map
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